
 
 
 
 

July 3, 2013 
 
 
 
Marlene H. Dortch  
Secretary 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 Twelfth Street, SW 
Washington, DC  20554 
 
 
  Re: WT Docket 12-69 
   Promoting Interoperability in the 700 MHz Commercial Spectrum 
 
 
Dear Ms. Dortch: 
 

On behalf of King Street Wireless, L.P. (“King Street”) and Continuum 700 LLC 
(“Continuum”), we write to supplement the record in this proceeding by emphasizing both the 
need for interoperability and the absence of a meaningful reason not to restore an interoperability 
requirement. 
 

In two recent submissions in the proceeding, the need for an interoperability requirement, 
and the absence of any reason not to adopt one, are highlighted.  Specifically, on May 28, 2013 
King Street demonstrated that lack of interoperability has been the cause for the iPhone not being 
available over Band 12.  A copy of that filing is enclosed.  This means that without 
interoperability, the iPhone will not be available to King Street subscribers in any of its 152 
markets covering more than 40 million people.  Even more recently, on June 25, 2013 Dish 
demonstrated that the purported threat from high power E Block transmissions (which opponents 
of interoperability have touted as a basis for opposing interoperability) is entirely unfounded.  A 
copy of that submission is also enclosed. 

 
Proponents of interoperability have advanced sound factual and theoretical arguments as 

to why it is needed.  For example, on January 14, 2013, Cellular South, Inc.  advised the 
Commission that, but for the lack of interoperability, 4G service could be deployed to “millions 
of Americans who currently do not have access to such services today,” and that within twelve 
months of the time that interoperability becomes effective, it would provide service to “at least 
seventy percent (70%) of the population as well as fifty percent (50%) of the geography, of its 
existing service area which would result in coverage for over 2.5 million POPS.”  A copy of the 
Cell South presentation is enclosed. 
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Both King Street and Cell South have also demonstrated that the lack of interoperability 
absolutely prevents roaming over A Block spectrum.  See King Street’s presentation to that 
effect of September 18, 2012 (copy enclosed) and Cell South’s presentation of June 1, 2012, at 
page 18 (copy enclosed). 

 
Collectively, the King Street and Cell South submissions demonstrate that lack of 

interoperability is preventing a huge number of citizens from having access to 4G LTE service 
over A Block spectrum, stopping 700 MHz A Block licensees from having access to the iPhone, 
and causing A Block subscribers to be denied roaming access.    

 
Information Age Economics (“IAE”) has advised the Commission of what will likely 

happen if interoperability is not restored, explaining that it will inure to the “detriment of the 
interests of customers, the effectiveness of market competition, and the stimulation of innovation 
by new companies.”  (See the enclosed June 3, 2013 letter report of IAE, at page 1.) 

 
The problems presented by a lack of interoperability are far more than theoretical.  In the 

case of King Street, there is no ability for users of King Street’s spectrum in any of its 152 
markets to receive roaming service when outside of King Street’s footprint.  This, of course, 
detracts greatly from the value of King Street’s service to anyone in any King Street market.  
Those markets cover more than 40 million persons.  All of these same factors apply to 
Continuum as well.  Continuum is licensed only on the 700 MHz A Block, and primarily in 
smaller markets.  For purposes of illustration, two of Continuum’s licensed markets are 
Charleston, South Carolina (BEA026) and Savannah, Georgia – South Carolina (BEA028).  
Attached are maps depicting those market areas.  What stands out is the host of small cities and 
towns in these markets.  They include Grover, Moncks Corner, Ridgeville, Ruffin, Summerville, 
Walterboro (all in BEA026), Grays, Hampton, Estill, Ridgeland, Beaufort, and Hilton Head 
Island (all in BEA028).  Without interoperability, these small cities will not receive 4G service 
over A Block spectrum, and perhaps not over any spectrum, in the near future.   

 
This stands in stark contrast to the wireless efforts of Continuum’s management team in 

prior wireless endeavors – where interoperability was in effect.  Specifically, by those efforts, the 
Continuum management team collectively built out 15 markets in the Southeast United States.  
In doing so, service was made available in markets covering 12 million persons.  Many of those 
operations were in small markets (e.g., Selma, AL; Corbin, KY; Tupelo – Corinth, MS; and La 
Grange, GA) where there were few or no wireless alternatives.  And, significantly, those efforts 
resulted in the current direct employment of more than 1,200 persons.  Given that Continuum’s 
current licensed areas cover more than 14 million persons, significant additional service and 
employment would be available when interoperability is restored. 
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For all of the foregoing reasons, King Street and Continuum urge the Commission to 

restore interoperability obligations promptly.  
 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 

CONTINUUM 700, LLC  

By:  /s/ Thomas Gutierrez_____________ 
        Thomas Gutierrez, its counsel 
 

 

KING STREET WIRELESS, L.P. 

By:  /s/ Thomas Gutierrez_____________ 
        Thomas Gutierrez, its counsel 

 
 
Enclosures 
 
cc:  L. Peraertz
















































































